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and to this day, when a Puthan of Bhopal visits Seronj to pay his devotion at a shrine sacred to Murtiza Aii (29), it is deemed an essential part of the pilgrimage, to bestow five blows with a slipper on the tomb of Mooreed ^[ahomed Khan; to mark at once the contempt and indignation which his memory excites. It is obvious that there was a fundamental objection to the appointment of Moo-reed Mahomed to be the Vizier, as his family had been, by agreement, excluded from a y interference in the management of the Bhop ' territory; whereas he was allowed to hold th<r chief post in the state. His character, too, must have been before known, or suspected. Vizier Mahomed was in 1798, when he came to offer his services to the Nuwab, about 33 years of age (30), and had proved by his character and conduct, that he merited, and he alone, the office of Minister. The result affords a dearly bought lesson to native Governments, and proves a want of wisdom in rejecting his claims, and the appointment to the office of Dewan, a man whose habits of business and character were not known: while Vizier Mahomed was cousin to the reigning Nuwab of Bhopal; and against whose appointment there existed no valid objection.
(29)    This is the title by which the Caliph Ali, the nephew and son-in-law of the prophet Mahomed, is distinguished.
(30)    He died in February, 1816, aged 51 years.
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